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Article #1: Manjarraz, Carlos A., Cigna, Jessica, Bajaj, Beata.

“Making Cities Stronger.: Publ i c
Economi c Deban lrstgure2007 Urban Institute. 20 Oct.
2011 <http://www.urban.org/publications/1001075.html>

Abstract

The Making Cities Stronger report, which is based on data from a national survey and case
studies from nine sites across the country, provides new insights into the economic impact of
public libraries in American cities. The report highligiays in which library programming in

the areas early literacy, employment services, and small business development, contribute to
local economic development strategies. The study also identifies ways in which library
construction is used to bolster plazesed development in a wide variety of settings.
Commissioned by the Urban Libraries Council, the study was funded by the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation and the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation.

About This Report

The rules of engagement in economic develept are changing. More and more, economic
development success strategies involve people, technology, and growing an infrastructure for
economic activity built on ideas, knowledge, experience, and quality of life.

The Urban Libraries Council commissiondidststudy to look at how public libraries contribute

to the human dimension of economic development. In the process, researchers also uncovered
more evidence of the important contributions public libraries make to strengthening places and
community qualityof life.

This report indicates that public libraries today are deeply involved with people, technology, and
quality of life. Public libraries have tremendous reach geographically and virtually. Within the
U.S. there are over 9,000 public libraries pravigservices in over 16,000 branch facilities and
through the Web. Nearly every one of these loetiltyded organizations offers collections and
programs that support early literacy, workforce readiness and small businesses. As such, they ar
animportantad dynamic part of the community’ s | e
economic development.

This study finds that the return on investment in public libraries not only benefits individuals, but
also strengthens community capacity to address urggmes related to economic development.
Public |ibraries are increasingly finding t
agencies, corporations, nonprofits, and community organizations working together to elevate
levels of education and econmnpotential, making cities stronger. We deeply appreciate the
public library members of our Urban Libraries Council who provided input for the research of
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this report. We also appreciate the insights of our Advisory Committee that guided this work, the
Urban Institute for helping us to learn more about the businesses we are in, and the support and
funding from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation.

We hope you will use this information as a tool tdreane discussions reghing the public

library role in local economic development. Our hope is to stimulate a dialogue among
developers, planning professionals, elected officials, business and public library leaders to think
differently about the value of public libraries asque and versatile partners in these human
resource and communitybuilding arenas. We urge public libraries to extend and expand their
resources and strategies that can profoundly impact local economic development conditions.




Article #2: Heimsath, Ben A Closed Street Can Have Surprising

Benefits Heimsath Architects2011 Architecture Blog 20 Oct. 2011 <
http://blog.heimsath.com/ble@/bid/53197/AClosedStreetCanHave
SurprisingBenefits>

A Closed Street Can Have Surprising Benefits

As a planning commissioner, | took a strong
stance against street closurésthe late 90's, we
had a wave of applications from builders trying to
make their projects feel more exclusivEhose
requests really bothered maA.public street is an
essentl connector that makes private properties
into a city, town or neighborhood.

If these requests had been approved, (and nearly all
were denied) the street would have remained as a
public right of way, but a barricade would have

kept the public outThatwasn't fair. Also, it

would have cut off access to and from the rest of

_ the city.

So. . .itis a big deal for me to promote the

surprising benefits of a closed stre&here are

times and places where | feel just as strongly that a
closed street is a gd idea. In fact, we've

completed two projects recently where public streets were closed and made into private property
- and everyone benefited.

There are several critical issues in determining whether a street closure is apprépriate.
example, whawill actually own the street®Vill it be a public, civic or a private owner®/ho
will maintain it? When the street is closed, what spaces are created for the public benefit?

Here are some great examples of how streets can be elmsdte right reaso.

Control Access For Large Events

In these instances, the street remains a public right of way, still owned by the city oftosvn.
adjacent user is allowed to erect barricades to cordon off automobile traffic only for special

occasions when lots of pgle need the spac&Ve have advocated for this type of temporary
closure on several occasiorig.one recent example, a church was allowed to restrict access on




Sundays so children could safely move between the sanctuary and their classrooms across the
street.

At the famous Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles, the street in front

can be temporarily closed for large gatheringsge attended an

-1 event there recently, and the crowd naturally lingered and socialized
1 in the street after the program was finish&ecial paving on the

| roadway made the space feel like a large pl&maa normal day,

however, the street remains open for local traffic.

Create a Pedestrian Space

A closed street can become a connecting pl&wene uses are best connected witdoor

plazas or walksThis works well, so long as there are sufficient streets nearby for automobile
connections.Another example from Los Angeles; the street between two buildings has been
closed by the Southwest Law Scho®his creates a welcomeegn space right off of busy
Wilshire Boulevard.

| spoke with one of the administrators
involved with the development, and it looks
like they will extend the closed area in the
school's current expansion plarigid not
determine whether LA sold the sét to the
school, or the school created the green lawn
on a longterm lease.ln any event, while the
school makes regular use of the space for its
functions, it is required to allow local
residents pedestrian access.

Remove Redundancy

My very first expelence with the process of
street abandonment came early in my
career.A church had purchased a foreclosed
commercial property that had platted a street,
but never actually built itWe realized that
the street was not necessary; in fact, it split the
church's property in halfWith some good
explanation, we were able to get the property
R — back from the city authority that owned A
current client faces a similar type of closure, though the street in question has beensaved.
are making plans, onceag, to remove an unnecessary street to improve the church's
development.




Consolidate a Campus

Our two most recent projects that benefited from a
street closure consisted of projects where the site was
re-worked by removing public streets.

At the Epigopal Church of the Good Shepherd in

Austin, the street closure allowed a consolidation of

the most intensive uses away from the residential

neighborhood.In place of the public street, we created
TERPLAN a meandering drive through the propertihe

driveway al® aIIowed us to expand the overall number of parking spades neighbors were

happy since we reduced the need for church parking up and down the remaining streets.

At First United Methodist Church in Temple, Texas, the church was able to close sadtber
and create an urban campWe placed a badly
needed fellowship hall and classroom building
right in the middle of what had been a through
street. Once again, the consolidated plan
separated the parking spaces from the building
lawns and walkwgs. The result is an organized
collection of buildings thatomplementhe
distinctive historic sanctuary.




Article #3: Keller, Julia Future etched in city librarie<hicago

Tribune 201Q Cultural Critic 20 Oct. 2011 <
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2010-09/entertainment/eae 1010
daleykeller-books20101009 1 publitibrariesneighborhooebranch
parent#. TgBxjmHOCyo.ema#

Future etched in city libraries

There's this kid. She lives with her family in a smalriment in one of those Chicago
neighborhoods that nobody including the people who live there drives through without
first making sure theardoors are locked and the windows rolled up tight.

This is happening in 2020 or 2025 or 2030, which means the kid doesn't exi@utvabce she
does, she'll be the yardstick by which we ought to assess Mayor Richard M. Daley's legacy in the
arts.

One little girl. Just one.

When she's 4 or 5 years old, her parents she's lucky in th@arentsweepstakes— will take
her to their neighborhood branch of the Chicago Public Library. If she's not so lucky in the
parent sweepstakeshe'll have to wait a few years, until she can cross the streets all by herself.

She won't need any money to enter. She won't need a permission slipté@cheor any other
authority figure. She won't have to dress up in fancy clothes or worry about how her shoes look.
She'll walk in and— with the speed of a synapse firirgbecome part of #gngreat community

of readers.

Maybe she'll head for the stacks. Or the computers. Maybe she'll gravitate teaalee But

whatever her choice of mechanism by which the words are delivered, the words will come. She
will have, at her small fingertips, theformation and narratives through which the stories of
civilization have always been conveyed. She'll be able to see past the circumstances of her own
life.

There are myriad ways to judge a mayor's achievements. You can look at crime statistics, at the
number of jobs andew businesseat the rate of population growth on his watch. You can ask if
basic city services— trash pickup, snow removal, sidewalk maintenance, all the stolidly
unromantic but absolutely essential tasks upon which citizens depend for their lives to run
smoothly and well— were handled efficiently and cestfectively.

In thearts, you can count the number of new venues at which people come into contact with
artworks and performances during a mayor's tenure: museums, theaters, concert halls, parks.
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But public libraries are different. You don't need a reservatiortiok&. You don't need to pull
any strings to get VIP treatment. In a public library, everybody's a VIP.

In 21 years in office, Daley has built 59 public libraries. No city library system in the nation
enjoyed more suppo#t real support, that is, musedadmortar support, not just pretty words
in nice speeches about the importance of readirfgpm its topelected official than Chicago
has received from Daley.

He also championed the One Book, One Chicago program, which twice a year picks a book that
the CPL promotes at its branches, organizing reading groups, sponsoring panels and lectures.

The libraries themselves, however, the physical structures that serve as lighthouses in the
troubled waters of impoverished neighborhoods, constitute Daley's most significant legacy in the
arts. How ironic it is that a man known for blunt talk and occasionally tangleaixsyit be
remembered for his extraordinary contribution to the world of the written word.

That little girl, the one who isn't born yet, won't spend much time thinking about irony. She'll be
too busy with the book she just pulled off the shelf in her lpahlic library.

She'll open it.

Her world will never be the same.
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» Libraries...valuable to the community

¥® Americans’ perceived value of the library has increased for themselves
®  personally—and even more so for their community.

INCREASED

COLLEGE STupewys FOR ME

INCREASED
FORME

AGE 14-17

INCREASED
FORME

18%

INCREASED
FORME

AGE 25-45

INCREASED
FORME E FOR MY COMMUNITY

Source:Gauder , Brad (ed.)"Perceptions of Libraries, 201
Connectedpg.45(2011)<http://www.oclc.org/reports/2010perceptions/2010perceptions_all_singlepage.pdf> Web.
October 20, 2011




2010 Hot Spots

Likraries help users save
maoney. The top reason for
increased library use in 201 0was to

save money. Spending on books,
CDs and DVDs decreased for 76% of
thosewho experienced a negative
job impactin the recession. The
library filled the gap. & third of those
who had a negative job impact used
the library more, and 75% of them
said they are now borrowing books,
CDs and DVDs ratherthan
purchasing.

Search engines are still hot.

Information consumers continue
to begin information searches on
search engines. B4% of information
consumers began their seanches on
search engines. 3% beginon
Wikipedia. Not a single LL5.
respondent in 2010, including
college students, began an
information search on a library Web
site, down from 19 in 2005

0 The shine is off information
resources. Most resources, from
search engines to online bookstores,
are not as favorable to information
consumers. Favorability ratings,
while still strong, are down ten
points since 2005, One exception—
the favorability of library Web sites
is flat.

Search engines and libraries are

trustworthy. Search engines are
used not simply because they are
fast and convenient, but because
they provide wortheehile, credible
and free information.

Source:Gauder , Br ad

Soclal networking is for all

ages. It is no longer just a youth
activity. Facebook surpassed Google
asthe mostvisited site in March
2010, 52% of Boomers and 0% of
seniors use social networking sites.

Staying connected is a priority.

Information consumers will pay
for access to the Internet and mobile
services—theywill pay to stay
connected.

Information consumers are
confident. They know how to
find information. They will self-serve

and are self-sufficient. Information
consumers “just know™ if
information is trusteorthy; they

use experience and commaon sense
as the judge. If the information found
on a Web site is doubted, the
information consumerwill search for
it on another site until satisfied.

Asking questions enline grows.

Use of ask-an-expert services is
up 186% from 2005 (15%) to £3% in
2010, Ask-an-expert services are
used by all age groups.

Ask-a-likrarian services have

not taken off. Five parcent [5%)
of information consumers used
library answer services in 2005 and
7% in 2010, Callege student use
remains bow, at under 107%.

(ed.)"Perceptions of Librar

i es,

Connected, pg.995 (2011) <http://www.oclc.org/reports/2010perceptions/2010perceptions_all_singlepage.pdf>

Web. October 20, 2011.
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Brief History

What we know as the DeKalb Public Library began life in the 1880s as a reading room, staffed
entirely by volunteers and populated with donated books. In, 1#88&ity Council established a
public library in a room on the second floor of City Hall, which was then located at 125 South
Second Street. By 189he library was growing but it lacked adequate funds to serve the public
and nearly closed down. Into shibreach marched Annie Glidden and the ladies of the Library
Whist Club who donated a portion of their card winnings to the Library for the purchase of
books. This partnership continues to this day.

Although the library had a home, it lived next to the city jail and was eager to move. In 1923 the
library moved to the second floor of the Daily Chronicle building at 114 East Lincoln Highway,
which also housed alfer skating rink on its third floor. Because of the noise from the skates the
library was forced to drastically reduce its hours.

On February 15th, 1931, the beautiful Haishn\eial Library Building at 309 Oak Street was
dedicated. Built on land provided by the city and financed by a bequest of $150,000 from
barbedwire millionaire Jacob Haish, the striking building with indiana Bedford limestone
facade soon gained natiorralcognition through an article #rchitecturemagazine. In 1934he
library received a mural by Gustaf Dahlstrom from the Works Progress Administration Federal
Art Project.Currently, he mural is installed over the fireplace in the main reading room.

Through the years the building has seen many changes. In the 1960's the art gallery in the east
wing was made into a children's room and the stacks were expanded upward -Ti® Eo&>

story addition on the south side provided for the reference roomlangalevel children's

room, and saw the east wing become the fiction room. In 1980, the Haish Memorial Library
Building was added to the Natial Register of Historic Place.




Timeline of the DeKalb Public Library

1893

The Ladies of the Library
Association of DeKalb
petitioned the DeKalb City
Council to provide an
adequate and renovated
public reading space that was
well lit and heatedlIn April,
1893the ladies succeeded in
transforming the Library
room on the secondobr of
city hall on 125 South Second
Street into a Public Reading
Room. On April £11983, the
city council agreed to levy a library tax. A city ordinance passed on Julyl, 1983, established the
reading room as the DeKalb Public Library. Within the sanae,yenine member public library
board of directors was appointed.

1923

With its growing collection and
its inability to fund a new
library building, the DeKalb
Public Library sought new
accommodationsn 1923 the
library reached an agreement
with the DeKalb Chronicle to
move into the second floor of
the Chronicle buildingit 114
South Lincoln Highway

1930s

The library boaraf directors

opted tobuy the McCormick property at 306 North Thistreet—the nortleast corner of Third

and Oak Stredatein thewinter of 1929. The City Council agreed to the $20,000 asking price

by a 73 vote. Thecost of the Haish Memorialilhrary building, adding expensastaled
$179,391.7&nd was partially funded by the bequesf r om J a c o Bhe ibemiywds’ s w
dedicated on Sunday February 15, 1931.




1970s

In the 1970sa three phase expansion took place, allowing the children and reference collections
the space they neede®hase 1 in 1975 turned the basenseatksinto offices.1976 ushered in
Phase 2 and ¢hcreation of additional stackace on the third floor level.

Phase degan in 1977 addin8 328 sq. feet to the library on two floors. The reference wing was
extended out another 42 feet matching the len@ithe original art gallery in the process. The
basement | evel became the children“siteet oom a

2011

The DeKalb Public Library offers more services to a wider variety of patron groups than ever
before, fromhomeschooled students, the homebound, teachers, asithgbsh speakers to
children, tweens, teens, and adults.

As technologies advance and the community grows bigger, the library always has and always
will maintain its dedication to the advancemenleairning.

Ind
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Financial Implications




The State ofllinois has passebkgislation allotting

$50 millionf or t he “Publ i c
Grant Program” avail a
state.

The applicatiorfor this grantwas releasedarly
October of 201hAnd is due April 16

2012 Accordingt o t he gr anhe’ s
DeKalb Public Library is eligible to apply fap to
65% ($32.5 millionN)of construct |
have to have landefore we can apply
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The Library in Motion




